
PUBLIC PROTECTION COMMITTEE

ABERDEEN, 13 June 2019.  Minute of Meeting of the PUBLIC PROTECTION 
COMMITTEE.  Present:- Councillor Jennifer Stewart, Convener; Councillor 
Lesley Dunbar, Vice-Convener;   and Councillors Al-Samarai, Cameron, Duncan, 
Greig, Houghton, Townson and Wheeler.

The agenda and reports associated with this minute can be found here
here.
Please note that if any changes are made to this minute at the point of
approval, these will be outlined in the subsequent minute and this document 
will not be retrospectively altered.

URGENT BUSINESS

1. The Convener had determined that item 16 (Food Service Plan) be considered as 
a matter of urgency in terms of Section 50B(4)(b) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 
1973 as this had been omitted from publication due to a technical issue.

The Committee resolved:-
to concur with the Convener.

WELCOME

2. The Convener welcomed everybody to the last meeting prior to the school holidays. 
The Convener expressed her appreciation of the support received from members, officers 
and the various partners who all worked collaboratively which contributed to the success 
of the Committee. The Convener intimated that Councillor Al-Samarai was now a member 
of this Committee and looked forward to her participation and contribution to the 
Committee. Councillor Sandy Stuart was thanked, in absence, for his attendance and 
contributions.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

3. There were no declarations of interest intimated at this stage in the meeting.

MINUTE OF PREVIOUS MEETING OF 24 APRIL 2019

4. The Committee had before it the minute of the meeting of 24 April 2019.

The Convener reinforced the good work which the Committee is carrying out  and the 
good relations with Members, Officers, Council Services and the partners with Police 
Scotland and the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service.

https://committees.aberdeencity.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CommitteeId=622
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Otherwise, the minute was approved as a true record.

The Committee resolved :-
to approve the minute as a correct record.

COMMITTEE PLANNER

5. The Committee had before it the committee business planner as prepared by the 
Chief Officer – Governance.

The Committee resolved :-
to note the content of the committee business planner.

POLICE SCOTLAND THEMATIC REPORTS - VERBAL UPDATE FROM CLERK

6. The Committee heard from the Clerk who provided an update on future planned 
thematic reports arising from suggestions made by members of the Committee. 

These were to present a report on the following to the Committee on 12 December 2019:
(a) the recent (1 April) implementation of the Coercive Control legislation enacted by the 

Scottish Parliament, and
(b) the approach to mental health for all staff in particular front line Officers in regard to 

recognition and treatment of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder

Thereafter, the Committee received a verbal update from Superintendent Stephen on local 
Police performance. This overview indicated an improvement in detection rates with some 
downward trends in reported crimes. Superintendent Stephen advised  that a full Police 
Scotland performance report would be submitted to the Committee’s meeting on 10 
October 2019.

The Committee resolved :-
to note the verbal updates regarding the scheduling of future thematic and performance 
reports from Police Scotland. 

THEMATIC REPORT - ROAD POLICING (INCLUDING AWPR UPDATE) - POL/19/263

7. The Committee had before it a report by Chief Superintendent Thomson, Police 
Scotland which provided information on the role and core functions of the Road Policing 
Unit in the North East Division.

The report recommended: -
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that the Committee discuss, comment on and endorse the report.

The Committee resolved :-
to endorse the report.

THEMATIC REPORT - SCHOOL BASED OFFICERS - POL/19/264

8. The Committee had before it a report by Chief Superintendent Thomson, Police 
Scotland, which provided information on the role and core functions of School Liaison and 
School Based Officers in Aberdeen City.

The report recommended : -
that the Committee discuss, comment on and endorse the report.

The Committee resolved : -
to endorse the report.

SCOTTISH FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE ANNUAL SCRUTINY REPORT - 
SFRS/19/265

9. With reference to article 16 of the minute of the meeting of the former Communities, 
Housing and Infrastructure Committee of 16 January 2018,  the Committee had before it 
a report by the Local Senior Officer, Scottish Fire and Rescue Service which presented 
the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS) Annual Scrutiny Report.

The Committee heard an overview of the report from the Local Senior Officer, during which 
he advised of improvements in local driver ability.

The Committee were pleased to hear of the local performance versus national figures and 
trends and learned of the opportunities for local officers to participate in specialist training 
and adopt new skills.

The report recommended :-
that the Committee consider and note the information provided in Appendix A in relation 
to SFRS Performance.

The Committee resolved :-
(i) to note the information provided in Appendix A in relation to SFRS Performance; 

and 
(ii) to note the invitation to the Committee to attend the opening ceremony of the new 

Training Centre located at North Anderson Drive on Thursday 27 June 2019. 
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SFRS STRATEGIC PLAN CONSULTATION - SFRS/19/268

10. The Committee had before it a report by the Local Senior Officer, Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service (SFRS) which presented the SFRS consultation on the draft Strategic 
Plan 2019-22.

The Local Senior Officer advised of the intention to provide high quality service which 
included collaboration with partnership working and involved a long-term financial plan. 
This included a wide range of responsibilities and the Committee were advised that 
intentions were not to replace other services but to jointly enhance service delivery for all 
communities and assist all partners achieve their outcomes.

The Committee heard of the continued intentions by SFRS to support all staff and of 
continued preparedness in the event of an EU Exit.

The report recommended :-
that the Committee 
consider, note and participate in the consultation process provided in Appendix A in 
relation to the SFRS Strategic Plan 2019-22.

The Committee resolved :-
(i) to note the SFRS consultation on the draft Strategic Plan 2019-22 which was 

currently ongoing, and
(ii) to participate in the consultation process provided in Appendix A in relation to the 

SFRS Strategic Plan 2019-22.

CHILD AND ADULT PROTECTION - VERBAL UPDATE

11. With reference to article 7 of the minute of the Committee meeting of 24 April 2019, 
the Committee received a verbal update from the Programme Development Manager, 
Integrated Children’s and Family Services on the Joint Inspection Report of Children’s’ 
Services Report – Aberdeen City which was scheduled to be presented to the Committee 
at its meeting on 10 October 2019.

The Committee resolved :-
(i) to note the verbal update on the Joint Inspection Report of Children’s’ Services 

Report – Aberdeen City; and 
(ii) to note that the Joint Inspection Report of Children’s’ Services Report – Aberdeen 

City would be submitted to the Committee at its meeting on 10 October 2019. 

UKAS ANNUAL AUDIT FOR SCIENTIFIC SERVICE - OPE/19/267
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12. The Committee had before it a report by the Chief Operating Officer which provided 
an update on the status of UKAS accreditation and the progress of recommendations of 
assessment of the Aberdeen Scientific Services Laboratory.

The report recommended:-
that the Committee -
(a) note the work being undertaken to implement and develop the recommendations of 
the 19t and 20 February 2019 UKAS re-assessment report; and
(b) endorse the continuation of accreditation as a license to operate.

The Committee resolved :-
(i) to approve the recommendations, and
(ii) to agree that the Committee would visit the Aberdeen Scientific Services 

Laboratory on 23 August 2019.

MATTER OF URGENCY

The Convener intimated that she had directed in terms of Section 
50B(4)(b) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, that the 
following item be considered as a matter of urgency as the report had 
been omitted from publication due to a technical issue.

FOOD SERVICE PLAN - OPE19/261

13. The Committee had before it a report by the Chief Operating Officer which advised 
that the Food Law Code of Practice (Scotland) 2019 required local authorities to prepare 
an annual Service Plan which detailed the intended activity of the Service based on the 
resources allocated.

The report recommended : - 
that the Committee approve the Protective Services Food and Feed Regulatory Service 
Plan 2019/2020 (Appendix A).

The Committee resolved:-
to approve the recommendation.
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OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY INTERVENTION PLAN 2019/20 - OPE19/262

14. The Committee had before a report by the Chief Operating Officer, which outlined 
the Protective Services proposals for delivering the Occupational Safety and Health 
Regulatory Service for 2019/20.

The report recommended: -
that the Committee approve the Occupational Health and Safety Intervention Plan for 
2019/20 (Appendix 1).

The Committee resolved: -
to approve the recommendation.

2018/19 COMMITTEE ANNUAL EFFECTIVENESS REPORT - GOV/19/248

15. The Committee had before it a report by the Chief Officer - Governance which 
presented the first annual report of the Public Protection Committee.

The report recommended: -
that the Committee note the annual report.

The Committee resolved:-
(i) to approve the recommendation; and 
(ii) to instruct the Chief Officer – Governance, to facilitate a debrief of visits that had 

been undertaken by the Committee and for future visits. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

16. The Committee noted that its next meeting would be held on 10 October 2019 at 
10.00am

- COUNCILLOR JENNIFER STEWART, Convener
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